
 

Ambassador Susan Rice 

Director, Domestic Policy Council 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 

 

December 15, 2022 

RE: Creating a federal commission to study establishing a national human rights institution  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/10/15/remarks-by-president-biden-at-the-dedication-of-the-dodd-center-for-human-rights/#:~:text=Demonstrating%20that%20our%20commitment%20to,partners%20in%20our%20shared%20values
https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/nhri/global-alliance-national-human-rights-institutions-ganhri
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domestic implementation of the United States’ international human rights commitments and 

obligations including under the Universal Declaration and ratified treaties such as the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Convention against Torture and Other 

Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and the International Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.  

 

An American effort to establish an NHRI could also reinforce the priorities President 

Biden has set out for the Summit for Democracy and in the Administration’s National Strategy 

on Gender Equity and Equality, demonstrating that what the United States asks of others is what 

we also demand of ourselves. We were heartened that the United Nations Committee on the 

Elimination of Racial Discrimination, in its Concluding Observations following the United States 

review earlier this year, welcomed the U.S. delegation’s indication that it had taken under 

advisement the recommendations favoring the creation of an NHRI.  

 

In keeping with the U.S. government's stated commitment to evaluate human rights 

recommendations, we urge the Biden administration to establish a presidential commission to 

thoroughly explore the creation of an NHRI in the United States. We stand ready to support you 

in your efforts to launch such a process and take the first steps toward bringing human rights 

home. 

 

For further questions, please contact Professor David Kaye, UC Irvine School of Law, at 

dkaye@law.uci.edu, or Mr. Jamil Dakwar

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CERD%2FC%2FUSA%2FCO%2F10-12&Lang=en
mailto:dkaye@law.uci.edu
mailto:jdakwar@aclu.org
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Partners for Dignity and Rights 

Pittsburgh Human Rights City Alliance 

Project on Government Oversight 

Promise Institute for Human Rights, UCLA School of Law 

Repeal Mental Health Laws 

Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights 

Santa Clara Law - International Human Rights Clinic 

Society of the Flora, Fauna and Friend 

Sons and Daughters of Africa (SADA) 

Southern Echo Inc. 

Southern Poverty Law Center  

Thurgood Marshall Civil Rights Center, Howard University School of Law 

T'ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights 

University of Connecticut School of Law: Human Rights Law Association 

Urban Morgan Institute for Human Rights, University of Cincinnati College of Law 

U.S. Human Rights Cities Alliance 

USC Gould International Human Rights Clinic 

Water Protector Legal Collective 

Woman’s All Point Bulletin WAPB 

Woodhull Freedom Foundation
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Alberto Mora, former General Counsel, Department of the Navy 

Makau Mutua, SUNY Buffalo School of Law 

Stephanie Ortoleva 

Todd Pearce 

Theodore Piccone, Brookings Institution 

Naomi Roht-Arriaza, UC Hastings School of Law 

Gabor Rona, Cardozo Law School 

Stephen Rosenbaum, UC Berkeley School of Law, Othering and Belonging Institute 

Kenneth Roth, Former Executive Director of Human Rights Watch 

Kim Lane Scheppele, Princeton University 

Darby Kerrigan Scott, Florida State University College of Law Public Interest Law Center 

Gregory Shaffer, President, American Society of International Law 

Stephen Soldz, Boston Graduate School of Psychoanalysis 

Constance de la Vega, University of San Francisco Law School 

Salma Waheedi, Harvard Law School International Human Rights Clinic 

Richard Ashby Wilson, University of Connecticut 

 


