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May 17, 2018 

 

Superintendent Alberto M. Carvalho 

Miami-Dade County Public Schools 

1405 NE Second Ave., Suite 912 

Miami, FL 33132 

Via email to: Superintendent'sOffice@dadeschools.net  

 

-Dade Schools”). 

We seek ’s immediate enrollment in high school and 

reiterate our request for a meeting with you to discuss the systemic denial of enrollment to 

thousands of immigrant ELL children in Miami-Dade Schools. Exclusion of these children from 

public school violates state and federal law and conflicts with the welcoming messages you have 

sent to immigrant children in Miami-Dade County. 

 

On March 14, 2018, we sent a letter to you seeking the immediate enrollment of our 

client, another immigrant ELL student, 
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as he gets older. Not only does this threaten his cognitive development and long-term career 

potential, but it denies him the benefits of association with students and teachers of diverse 

backgrounds. ’s situation is urgent and Miami-Dade Schools must remedy the harm 

immediately.  

 

B.  A Pattern of Immigrant ELLs Denied High School Enrollment 

 

 In our March 14 letter, we described how our 16-year old client had been denied high 

school enrollment and sent to adult education. We specifically noted four additional students 

who had been excluded from public school in 2017, and mentioned that we have spoken with at 

least 11 ELL children whom Miami Dade Public Schools had refused to enroll because of their 

limited English skills—including a client we brought to your attention in September 2016. In 
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App’x 902 (11th Cir. 2010) (noting that Florida provides constitutional and statutory right to 

education); Bush v. Holmes, 919 So.2d 392, 404 (Fla. 2006) (describing the Florida 

constitutional education mandate as a “maximum duty”). Public school education must be 

provided to students beyond the compulsory attendance age. See Methelus, 243 F. Supp. 3d at 

1273 (“Florida guarantees free public education beyond age sixteen.”). 

 

This right to attend free public schools has been codified in the Florida Statutes, which 

require that school systems “shall provide 13 consecutive years of instruction,” including to 

“limited English proficient students.” Fla. Stat. § 1000.01(4).  The Florida Supreme Court has 

held that the “clear implication” of this provision is that “Florida residents have the right to 

attend this public school system for free.” Scavella v. Sch. Bd. of Dade County, 363 So. 2d 1095, 

1098 (Fla. 1978).  
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Exhibit A  
 

2016-2017 Adult ESOL Enrollments in 
Miami-Dade County 
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