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people and a future for white children” – and coined by the infamous neo-Nazi terrorist David 
Lane. The Christchurch killer 
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 In our view, the most important factor driving this movement and its violence is the fear 
and resentment over the nation’s changing demographics. The U.S. Census has projected that 
sometime in the 2040s white people will no longer be a majority in the United States. 
 
 This nativist fear is not new. We began to see sharp increases in the number of U.S.-
based hate groups around the turn of the century, following a decade in which the unauthorized 
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 It was a stunning moment, one that not only propelled Spencer into the national limelight 
but foreshadowed the white nationalist movement’s surging growth.  
 
 Our latest count shows that hate groups operating across America rose to a record high in 
2018. It was the fourth consecutive year of growth – a cumulative 30 percent increase that 
coincides roughly with Trump’s campaign and presidency – following three straight years of 
declines.11 We also found that white nationalist groups in 2018 rose by almost 50 percent – from 
100 to 148 – over the previous year.12  
 

Racist and antisemitic violence has followed the same escalating pattern. FBI statistics 
show that hate crimes increased by 30 percent in the three-year period ending in 2017 (the FBI 
has not released figures for 2018).13 This increase followed a three-year period in which hate 
crime incidents fell by about 12 percent. 

 
 Since the campaign, Trump has continued to energize the white nationalist movement 
through both his words and his policies. For example, he famously insisted there were “very fine 
people” among the hundreds of neo-Nazis and other white supremacists who marched in the 
streets of Charlottesville, Virginia, in August 2017, shouting slogans like “Jews will not replace 
us.”14 In 2018, he called Haiti and majority-black countries in Africa “shithole countries.”15 He 
has also implemented draconian policies at the U.S.-Mexico border, separating migrant children 
from their families, imprisoning tens of thousands of immigrants, and virtually shutting down the 
asylum system. 
  
 In some cases, violent acts by extremists appear to have been motivated by Trump’s 
words or by support for him. In March, Cesar Sayoc, a Trump supporter, pleaded guilty to 
charges related to a mail bomb campaign in which he sent 16 devices to Democratic politicians, 
media figures, and other prominent critics of the president last October, just before the midterm 
elections.16 At the time, Trump was raging about the so-called caravan that was bringing an 
“invasion” of migrants to the United States. Sayoc’s targets included George Soros, a Jewish 
billionaire who funds progressive causes. Soros was the subject of a false alt-right conspiracy 
theory – spread on social media and even parroted by mainstream politicians – that claimed he 

                                         
11 “The Year in Hate: Rage Against Change,” Intelligence Report, Southern Poverty Law Center, February 20, 2019, 
at https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/intelligence-report/2019/year-hate-rage-against-change. 
12 In a clear reaction to President Trump’s words and policies, black nationalist groups have also expanded their 
ranks, growing from 233 chapters in 2017 to 264 in 2018. These groups are typically antisemitic, anti-white, and 
anti-LGBT. Unlike white nationalist groups, however, they have virtually no influence in mainstream politics. 
13 “2017 Hate Crime Statistics,” FBI, at https://ucr.fbi.gov/hate-crime/2017. 
14 Ashley Parker, “How Trump has attempted to recast his response to Charlottesville,” The Washington Post, May 
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was orchestrating and funding the caravan.17 The theory dovetailed with white nationalist notions 
that Jews, more generally, are working to facilitate immigration. 
 
 Similarly, a study released in March 2018 found that President Trump’s tweets on Islam-
related subjects were highly correlated with anti-Muslim hate crimes and that a rise in anti-
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There are entire online spaces – including the forum Fascist Forge, threads on the social 

media sites Gab and Telegram, and podcasts on the site Radio Wehrwolf, among many others – 
that exist solely to provide training and advice about how to carry out acts of violence; to 
disseminate polemical texts that promote racial terrorism; to encourage followers to commit their 
own violent attacks; and to venerate those who have carried out acts of domestic terrorism in the 
name of white supremacy.22 These online spaces are incubating future terrorists.        

 
Many adherents to white nationalist ideology look upon white supremacist mass killers 

with a degree of religious reverence; it is not difficult to find images on social media of men like 
Roof, Bowers, and Earnest depicted as saints. Until the SPLC recently brought to the attention  
of the website Teespring, T-
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*
* Following the violence at the white supremacist “Unite the Right” rally on the weekend 
of Aug 11-12, 2017, in Charlottesville, Virginia – which left an anti-racist counter-demonstrator 
dead and more than 30 people injured – Congress unanimously passed a joint resolution urging 
the Trump administration to “use all available resources” to address the threat from groups that 
espouse white supremacy. The resolution further 
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viewing anti-fascist protesters as just as problematic as the deadly white supremacist 
movement.34  
 
 The federal government, in fact, has a long history of neglecting the threat of non-Islamic 
terrorism – particularly since 9/11 
 

Following the deadly Oklahoma City bombing by domestic terrorist Timothy McVeigh in 
1995, then-Attorney General Reno formed a special task force, the Domestic Terrorism 
Executive Committee, to coordinate the country’s response to domestic terrorism. But after 9/11, 
when the nation turned its attention to foreign groups like Al Qaeda, the task force did not meet 
again for 13 years.   

 
At times, partisan politics also appears to have played a role in the government’s neglect 

of domestic terrorism. In April 2009, a DHS intelligence assessment intended for law 
enforcement, entitled Rightwing Extremism: Current Economic and Political Climate Fueling 
Resurgence in Radicalization and Recruitment, was leaked to the news media.35 Despite the 
report’s accuracy, then-DHS Secretary Janet Napolitano withdrew it following an outcry by 
those who claimed the report portrayed conservatives as potential domestic terrorists. In addition, 
the unit responsible for the report was allowed to wither. The Washington Post reported that 
DHS “cut the number of personnel studying domestic terrorism unrelated to Islam, canceled 
numerous state and local law enforcement briefings, and held up dissemination of nearly a dozen 
reports on extremist groups.”36 

 
Daryl Johnson, the former DHS senior domestic terrorism analyst who was the principal 

author of the 2009 report, later stated, “through reckless neglect at nearly all levels of 
government, domestic terrorism not tied to Islam has become a cancer with no diagnosis or plan 
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I do not want to leave the impression that federal law enforcement agencies across the 
board have not taken domestic terrorism seriously. To be clear, the FBI and its joint terrorism 
task forces have thwarted numerous white supremacist terror plots in recent years. In February, 
for example, the FBI arrested U.S. Coast Guard Lt. Christopher Hasson, a self-avowed white 
nationalist who worked at the Coast Guard’s headquarters in Washington, D.C., on charges 
related to what authorities said was a terrorist plot to attack politicians and journalists.38 In 
Kansas, three men who called themselves “the Crusaders” were convicted in April 2018 for 
plotting to blow up an apartment complex where Somali refugees lived.


