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well settled in international law and has acquired customary character.3  The principle originates in international refugee law: the 1951 Convention Relating to the Rights of 
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The UN Refugee Agency (“UNHCR”) has described non-refoulement as 
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In January 2018, Amnesty International spoke briefly with a 17-year-old girl from Michoacán at the shelter who had fled for her life after cartels killed several of her relatives.  
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again on November 21, 2018, it contained the names of around 4,320 people, including roughly 2,000 caravan members—mostly from Honduras—who had arrived since November 15.45  Those already on the list prior to the caravan’s arrival had reportedly been waiting about five weeks in Tijuana before US officials started processing their asylum claims.46 Processing delays are similarly dire at the Texas–Mexico border where, in 2018, US authorities temporarily stopped receiving any asylum claims at two ports-of-entry for substantial periods of time.  On July 17, 2018, CBP officers stationed at the center of the Roma–Miguel Aleman international bridge informed US immigration lawyer Jennifer Harbury that CBP no longer accepted asylum-seekers at the Roma port-of-entry.  CBP instructed asylum-seekers to travel to the Reynosa bridge—more than 60 miles away, and potentially through dangerous cartel-controlled territory on the Mexican side of the border.  On August 17, 2018, KBI informed Amnesty International that CBP and the Mexican government’s National Institute of Migration (“INM”) officials had closed the Laredo port-
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Clearly, these delays in processing have dire consequences.  Asylum-seekers are 
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freedom” would be threatened.54  For these reasons, Amnesty International respectfully supports the request that this Court deny Defendants’ Motion to Dismiss.  Dated:  February 21, 2019  AKIN GUMP STRAUSS HAUER & FELD LLP       Susan K. Leader        By: /s/ Susan K. Leader      


