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ists have come to believe that many of the world’s most 
intractable environmental problems, including global 
warming, can only be solved by dealing with them on a 
worldwide, not a nation-by-nation, basis.

The greenwashers are wolves in sheep’s clothing, 
right-wing nativists who are doing their best to seduce 
the mainstream environmental movement in a bid for 
legitimacy and more followers. John Tanton, the man 
who originally devised the strategy, is in fact far more 
concerned with the impact of Latino and other non-white 
immigration on a “European-American” culture than 
on conservation. Most of the greenwashers are men and 
women of the far right, hardly “progressives.”

Environmentalists need to be aware of so-called “pro-
gressives for immigration reform” and their true motives. 
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In January 2010, national leaders in ecology, sustainable business, and the larger 
environmental movement gathered in Washington to gra p p le with the prob -
lem of building “The New Green Economy.” Hosted by the government-funded 
National Council for Science and the Environment, the event was a prestigious one.

But one of the invited speakers was hardly an 
environmentalist.

Roy Be c k ,  who parti c i pated in a panel enti -
tled “Perverse Incentives, Subsidies, and Tax Code 
Impediments to a Sustainable Economy,” is the head 
of NumbersUSA, an anti-immigration group that was 
largely responsible for sinking a comprehensive immi-
gration reform bill in 2007. Beck has spent nearly 20 
years relentlessly attacking American immigration pol-
icies, even editing tracts like ������������������������ , 
a book so raw in its nativism that Canadian authorities 
banned it as hate literature. More to the point, perhaps, 
purported environmentalist Beck’s group not long ago 
paid nearly half a million dollars to a far-right news ser-
vice— an outfit that has described global warming as a 
“religion” that is “impervious to evidence” and has pil-
loried conservationists as “anti-mankind.”

So what was Beck doing talking about “greening the 
tax code”?

Roy Beck is part of a sweeping, renewed attempt by 
immigration restrictionists in America to convince envi-
ronmentalists that they, too, must oppose immigration 
if they are to save the environment from the ravages 
of a growing population. Because such efforts typi-
cally have been organized by anti-immigration activists 
whose leading concern is not the environment —  men 
and women who attempt to recruit conservationists 
and other “progressives” to their cause, sometimes even 
while simultaneously working with nakedly anti-envi-
ronmental forces —  this strategy has come to be known 
as “greenwashing.”

In the last few years, key nativist groups have 
increasingly been taking up this strategy. They have 
spent hundreds of thousands of dollars to run full-page 
advertisements appealing to liberals in an array of pub-
lications and have started a new group, Progressives for 

Immigration Reform (PFIR). They’ve built a series of 
websites aimed at “progressive” environmentalists — and 
many of those sites are run by people who are also prin-
cipals of right-wing nativist groups.

Time and again, the hypocrisy of their claims comes 
to the surface. PFIR was originally registered by a 
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ing former Democratic Colorado Gov. Dick Lamm, ended 
up attacking multiculturalism.

That began to change in the 1990s, largely because 
new evidence was making clear that the population 
explosion of prior decades was ending — that fertility 
declines dramatically as societies develop, meaning that 
the fear of an endlessly expanding population “bomb” 
was not a realistic one. At the same time, more and more 
environmentalists concluded that immigrants did not 
contribute in significant ways to such problems as urban 
sprawl, overconsumption of resources and traffic conges-
tion. Many also worried about the white nationalism that 
seemed to be at the core of many restrictionist groups. 
The Sierra Club, in particular, abandoned its anti-immi-
gration stance in 1996. Similarly, Paul Ehrlich, the author 
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in the nativist attempt to take over the Sierra Club (see 
also timeline, p. 16).

But the nativists’ real attention-getting move of 2008 
came with their attempt to directly target environmental-
ists rather than their organizations. A series of expensive, 
full-page ads — signed by a previously unheard-of organi-
zation with the unwieldy name of America’s Leadership 
Team for Long Range Population-Immigration-Resource 
Planning (ALT) — appeared that year in relatively liberal 
publications, including ����
�����, 	���������������� 
and ���� 
��� ����� ����� . “We’re the nation’s lead-
ing experts on population and immigration trends and 
growth,” boasted the ads, which depicted highway grid-
lock and argued that using alternative energy resources 
and simultaneously reducing immigration would “reduce 
the threat” of rising prices of fuel and other resources. 
Another version of the ad warned “progressive think-
ers” that the natural resources and future of the United 
States were in jeopardy if the country allowed contin-
ued immigration.

ALT is actually a coalition of five leading nativist orga-
nizations: FAIR, the American Immigration Control 
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and aimed “to end political 
abuse of the university.”

A search of federal and 
state records turned up just 
one donation by Durant to a 
political candidate — a 2007 
gift to Re publi can James 
O’ Brien, who was making a 
bid for a Virginia state senate 
seat. In his campaign that year, 
O’Brien attacked his opponent 
for wanting “to teach children 
to ac cept the Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender 
Lifestyle.” He also highlighted 
his perfect record in opposing abortion rights and sup-
porting the National Rifle Association.

In summer 2009, after taking the helm of PFIR, Durant 
agreed to be interviewed by Tanton’s racist journal ����
•�•��
�•�����•� , which had earlier run special editions on 
such topics as “Europhobia.” It’s unclear how much she 
knew about the journal, but it was certainly well known 
in the circles she and other FAIR lawyers traveled in. 
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The recent efforts of nativists to swing environmentalists into the anti-immigra-
tion camp are hardly the first. Their most pitched battle in recent memory — and one 
that was beaten back only after a protracted struggle — involved a series of attempts 
between 199 8  and 2005 to ta ke control of the 750,000-member Sierra Club.

The club had been in the sights of the nativist movement 
going back to at least 1986, when movement maestro John 
Tanton first suggested in a private memo that the club 
would make a rich prize. When it shifted in 1996 from a 
long-held position similar to that of Tanton’s to neutrality 
on the immigration question, Tanton and other activists 
urgently launched a major effort to reverse its position.

Ultimately, it came to a 1998 vote by club members 
on whether to stick with immigration neutrality or, as 
the Tanton forces hoped, move to an anti-immigration 
position under the theory that immigrants were largely 
responsible for environmental degradation. What 
amounted to an internal war quickly developed, with 
the club’s nativist forces organizing under the rubric 
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The recent attempts by nativist groups and activists to 
convince environmentalists to oppose immigration have 
not paid for themselves. Behind the “greenwashers” have 
been several major right-wing foundations.

The most important may be the C �� 
�����
	�����	 , 
a $400-million-plus entity founded in 1996 by Cordelia 
Scaife May of the far-right Scaife family. May is a close 
friend and long-time funder of John Tanton, the man 
who started the Federation for American Immigration 
Reform (FAIR) and who spearheaded the idea of trying 
to convert environmentalists to the nativist cause. And 
Colcom’s vice president is John Rohe, who worked for 
years at Tanton’s U.S. Inc. foundation and once wrote 
a fawning biography of Tanton and his wife. In 2008, 
Colcom gave four groups started by Tanton — FAIR, 
U.S. Inc., the Center for Immigration Studies (CIS) and 
NumbersUSA — a total of nearly $8.5 million, part of it 
earmarked for work on the “impact of immigration” on 
the environment. In 2009, according to Colcom’s web-
site, it also supported the newly established Progressives 
for Immigration Reform, now the leading greenwashing 
organization in the country. Colcom also funds genuine 
environmental groups like The Conservation Fund, the 
National Tropical Botanical Garden and the Pennsylvania 
Resources Council.

Colcom also funded three organizations listed as 
hate groups by the Southern Poverty Law Center. 
Between 2007 and 2009, the foundation gave $100,000 
to American Border Patrol, $470,000 to the American 
Immigration Control Foundation, and $255,000 to the 
VDARE website’s parent foundation.

The �����	���
	�����	  has long supported both 
nativist and environmental groups. Alan Weeden, pres-
ident of the foundation, also serves on FAIR’s board 
of directors. In 2008, the foundation supported CIS, 
NumbersUSA and Population-Environment Balance 
(whose president, Virginia Abernethy, is a self-described 
white separatist and member of the baldly racist Council 
of Conservative Citizens). It also funds environmental 
stalwarts like the National Resources Defense Council 
and the Earth Island Institute. It does not, however, 
support the powerhouse Sierra Club, which Weeden’s 
brother and fellow foundation official Don Weeden 
described in 2009 as having “just dropped domestic pop-
ulation growth as an issue.”

Other organizations that have supported both nativist 
and environmental groups include the 
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I first encountered the greening of hate — the scapegoating of immigrants for environmen-
tal degradation — when I was invited to debate Virginia Abernethy of the Carrying Capacity 
Network at an environmental law conference in Oregon in 1994. Although the topic was popula-
tion, I quickly realized I wasn’t debating a fellow environmentalist or family planning advocate, 
but rather an anti-immigrant activist for whom population and carrying capacity were euphe-
misms for circling our wagons and closing our borders. It turns out Abernethy is a member 
of the white supremacist Council of Conservative Citizens. She opposes racial “mixing.”

My encounter with Abernethy was just one small tip 
of the iceberg of an organized right-wing movement 
against immigrants that cloaks itself in green language 
to lure environmentalists into the fold. Its main claim is 
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mental terms to build popular support for American 
population-control efforts overseas. Images such as the 
“population bomb” became a lens through which the pub-
lic and policymakers alike came to view the relationship 
of poor people to the environment. The overconsump-
tion of the rich and corporate plundering of the planet’s 
resources were let off the hook as poor women’s fertility 
became synonymous with the felling of forests, polluting 
of rivers and desertification of farmland.

In many ways, this focus on population control threw 
the American environmental movement off track. By 
shifting the blame elsewhere, to the proverbial dark-
skinned Other, it prevented many Americans from taking 
a deeper look at their own role, and the role of the U.S. 
government and corporations, in causing environmen-
tal degradation at home and abroad. It distorted family 
planning policy as the provision of birth control became 
a coercive tool in the war on population growth, rather 
than a means to improve women’s health and choices. It 
alienated people of color and immigrants from the envi-
ronmental movement and left the door wide open to the 
greening of hate.

Fortunately, in recent years things have changed for 
the better. In 1994, a worldwide movement of women’s 
rights activists culminated in the reform of international 
population policy at the U.N. population conference in 
Cairo. Access to good-quality, voluntary family planning 
became part of a broader strategy to raise the status of 
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	 ORGANIZATIONS
	AIC   • 	 Americans for Immigration Control  š…�‡—…�‡š…�——
	A  •T 	 Am



���

SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER

	 •��•� D 
� �	� 	 Executive director of PFIR, former FAIR attorney  š…�ˆ…�——…�—›

	A  		 ���•���
• 	 Sp onsor of defeated 1997 SC anti-immigration policy proposal �‡ˆ…�—Š

	 ��
���•���
• 	� Stanford University professor of population studies, author of ���� ����
������ ���� , 
spouse of Anne  “…�‡‰…�‡ˆ…�—Š

	 �� �������� 	 Co-founder of ATB, former SUSPS chairman  —Š…�—‡

	 •� ��ƒ���•	 	 Fo rmer president of SC (2003-2005)  —Š

	D  �…��������	 	 Co-founder of Earth First!, member of a Sea Shepherd Conservation Society advisory board  ‡ˆ

	 ������ ���� 	� TSC writer, former “media coordinator” for the Capital Region of CCC, former member of CCC 
editorial advisory board  ˆ…�——…�—›

	O  �� •� ��•�� 	 CIS board member, FAIR board of advisors member, former CIS executive director  ‡“…�—›

	  ������������	 	� Fo rmer human ecology professor at University of California, Santa Barbara, former member of 
FAIR board (d. 2003)  ‡œ…�‡‰

	 Š���ƒ� K �� ��� 	 CIS senior research fellow, former journalist �‡‡…�—›

	•��	� K ���	„��†�
‹ 	� PF
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���  is a nonprofit organization that combats hate, intolerance 
and discrimination through education and litigation. Its Intelligence Project, which prepared 
this report and also produces the quarterly investigative magazine ����

����•��¡����� , tracks the 
activities of hate groups and the nativist movement and monitors militia and other extremist anti-
government activity. Its Teaching Tolerance project helps foster respect and understanding in the 
classroom. Its litigation arm files lawsuits against hate groups for the violent acts of their members.


