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Defendant Judge Milton J. Westry asked if Plaintiff had any prior tickets or cases.  The clerk 

informed Defendant Judge Westry that Plaintiff had outstanding fines and fees on various cases 

totaling nearly $2,736.  Plaintiff told Defendant Judge Westry that he recently found 

employment and that he could make some payments soon.  Defendant Judge Westry told 

Plaintiff that he would have to either pay $1,800 immediately, or serve a 54 day sentence to 

satisfy the full amount owed, at a rate of a $50 credit for each day of incarceration.  Plaintiff 

stated that he was unable to make that payment, and was ordered to jail immediately.   Defendant 

Judge Westry did not ask why Plaintiff was unable to pay or what efforts Plaintiff had made to 

obtain the money to pay in the past. 

18. No lawyer was appointed to represent Plaintiff during this proceeding.  Although 

an individual spoke to Plaintiff before he was called before the court, this individual did not tell 

Plaintiff that he was his attorney or represent him when he appeared before Defendant Judge 

Westry. 

19. A copy of the transcript given to Plaintiff, which details the court’s disposition of 

each of these cases,2 is attached to this Complaint as Exhibit A.  Each case is listed as 

“commuted,” and the judge’s order to either pay the fine or spend 54 days in jail is detailed at the 

bottom of the order. 

20. On August 15, Plaintiff was brought back to the Municipal Court. Defendant 

Judge Hayes allowed Plaintiff until the end of the year to pay fines and fees owed on other, 

unrelated traffic cases and misdemeanors.  He again reiterated that Plaintiff would be 

incarcerated for 54 days if he could not pay the amount ordered by Defendant Judge Westry the 

previous day.  Plaintiff’s mother attempted to hand Defendant Judge Hayes a letter from 
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