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engaged in manual labor restoring court, hospital, and Tulane

University buildings for Defendant in the aftermath of hurricane

Katrina. For many weeks, Plaintiffs and other class members
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contaminated by mold and floodwater. Plaintiffs did this
dangerous work to earn money to better support themselves and/or
their families. Almost all Plaintiffs and other class members
are individuals who have limited proficiency in English.

Defendant exploited Plaintiffs’ and other class members’

;Egidence, inability to speak or understand English, and the

h —

grossly underpay them.

1.3 Defendant employed Plaintiffs and other class members

as unskilled manual laborers by using a subcontractor system.
Defendant attempted to manipulate this system to evade its legal
i responsibility under the Fair Labor Standards Act to pay
overtime wages. At all times, however, Defendant was a joint-

employer of Plaintiffs and other class members. -

1T 4 Pladintiffe seek uunpaid wadges. an award of monev



28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1337.

2.2 The federal claims in this action are authorized and
instituted pursuant to 29 U.S.C. § 216(b). This Court is
empowered to issue a declaratory judgment
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2.3 Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C.
§ 1391 (b). PARTIES
3.1 Plaintiffs are other class members are workers who

primarily resided and worked along the Gulf Coast during the
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'is a corporation incorporated in the state of Colorado and

registered as a foreign corporation with the Secretary of State



4.2 At all times relevant to this action, Plaintiffs
and other class members were employed by the Defendant in an
enterprise engaged in commerce or the production of goods for
commerce.

4.3 At all times relevant to this action, Plaintiffs
and other class members were employees of Defendant within the

meaning of 29 U.S.C. § 203 (e) (1).

4.4 At all times relevant to this action, Defendant
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4.5 Plaintiffs and other class members worked as unskilled

manual laborers on the Gulf Coast in the hurricane mitigation
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a workweek.

4.10 Defendant did not pay Plaintiffs and other class

menmbers on reaular pavdavs as reouired bv the FLSA.

5.1 All claims set forth in Count I are brought by

Plaintiffs on behalf of themselves and all other similarly

situatéd persons pursuant to 29 U.S.C. § 216(b) the Fair Labor
Standards Act. |

5.2 The named Plaintiffs seek to represent a class
consisting of all those individuals, performing unskilled manual
labor for subcontractors of Belfor on Belfor contracts in the
post-Katrina reconstruction and restoration in the Gulf Coast
region from August 29, 2005 until the date of filing of the
present action, who were eligible for overtime pursuant to 29
U.S.C. § 207 and who did not receive overtime pay.

5.3 Plaintiffs and other class members were hired by

subcontractors utilized by Defendant to fill Defendant’s needs

for manual labor in conducting cleanup and reconstruction work
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over one thousand individuals.
5.6 The questions of fact are common to the class,

including whether Defendant failed to pay named Plaintiffs and
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required by law.

5.7 The claims of the named Plaintiffs are typical of the
class, and these typical, common claims predominate over any
questions affecting only individual class members. The named
Plaintiffs have the same interests as do the other members of
the class and will vigorously prosecute these interests on
behalf of the class.

COUNT I
(FAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT COLLECTIVE ACTION)

6.1 This count sets forth a claim for declaratory relief
and damages by Plaintiffs and other current or former workers
employed by Defendant who are similarly situated, for
Defendant’s violations of the overtime provisions of the Fair

Labor Standards Act (“FLSA”).

6.2 Plaintiffs re-allege and incorporate by reference
the allegations set forth above.
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action to all those similarly situated individuals.
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Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that on March 28, 2006, I served a copy of the
following on Mr. David Kurtz, attorney for Defendant, at the
following address via regular mail.

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell, & Berkowitz, PC
201 St. Charles Ave, Suite 3600
New Orleans, Louisiana 70170
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Standards Act. Ihereby authorize my attorneys to represent me before any court or agency on
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these claims.
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