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out spic” was said in our halls. 
A mother from Colorado offered this story: 
My 12-year-old daughter is African American. A boy 

approached her and said, “Now that Trump is president, 
I’m going to shoot you and all the blacks I can find.”

Hate incidents have also been extremely com-
mon in two settings where strangers are likely to 
encounter one another — on the street and in retail 
establishments. A woman from Louisiana submitted 
the following report: 

I was standing at a red light waiting to cross the 
street. A black truck with three white men pulled up 
to the red light. One of them yelled, “Fuck your black 
life!” The other two began to laugh. One began to chant 
“Trump!” as they drove away.

When an 18-year old service employee in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, asked a man if he needed help, he replied, “I 
don’t need to ask you for shit. Donald Trump is presi-
dent.” He then called her a “black bitch” and spat on her 
shoes. A cashier in Minnesota and a hostess in Illinois 
were both called “nigger” by their customers.

People also have been harassed in their homes. 
Many have reported receiving threatening messages 
on their front lawns, slipped under their front doors, 
left on their porches, and taped onto their windshields. 
A Sudanese-American family in Iowa City, Iowa, for 
example, found a note attached to their door that read, 
“You can all go home now. We don’t want niggers and 
terrorists here. #trump.” A lesbian couple in Austin, 

Texas, came home to find “DYKE,” “Trump,” and a 
swastika spray-painted onto their door. One residence 
in Pittsburg, California, draped a banner proclaiming 
to neighbors: “You can hang a nigger from a tree equal 
rights he’ll never see.” 

The targets or motivation of the harassers are also 
illustrated  (Figure 3). The figure includes reported hate 
incidents motivated by disdain for Trump. 

The category “Trump-General” refers to incidents 
in which harassers invoked Trump’s name but did 
not make their motivations clear. The “other” cate-
gory refers to hate incidents motivated by bias against 
Asian Americans, Native Americans, or those with dis-
abilities. Some incidents were difficult to categorize 
because they appeared to be motivated by multiple 
forms of hatred or bias.

The number of reported incidents declined over 
the ten days following the election (Figure 4).

The following sections of this report describe some 
of the incidents by each group targeted. 
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it should be electrocuted (sic) and Mexicans should 
have to wear shock collars.” In Redding, California, 
students brought “deportation letters” to school for 
their Latino classmates. 

Children’s anxieties about being deported are 
described by one mother’s report from Greenville, 
North Carolina. When her son asked, “Mom, am I 
going to be deported?" She told him, “No, why?” And 
he said, “Because almost every kid in school was tell-
ing me that I was going to be deported to Mexico. And 
I told them no, I was born a U.S. citizen. But they said, 
‘Yes you are, ’cause you are Mexican — just look at your 
skin color.’”

Even teachers, those charged with caring for and 
shaping our young people, have reportedly expressed 
anti-immigrant sentiments to their students. In Los 
Angeles, a teacher was recorded telling her student 
that her parents would be deported. She said, “I have 
your phone numbers, your address, your mama’s 

address, your daddy’s address; it’s all in the system, 
sweetie.” Black students, too, have received this type 
of harassment from adults they should be able to trust. 

Anti-immigration harassment hasn't been 
restricted to Latino students. In Wesley Chapel, 
Florida, a teacher scolded the behavior of black stu-
dents by saying, “Don’t make me call Donald Trump 
to get you sent back to Africa.” In Indiana, a 7th 
grader demanded to know whether a classmate 
adopted from China was in fact Mexican, because, 
if so, “Trump is going to kill you.” A middle-school 
student in Coon Rapids, Minnesota, had her hijab 
forcefully removed, causing her to fall. A 13-year-old 
adopted from Mozambique was told by her classanti-immigrant sentiments56 >>BD656 >>BD69 >>BD69 /MCID 348 >>BDC 
BTclass
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tolerance for black people.” “We have reclaimed our 
country back by selecting Trump,” one note read, “and 
you are now messing up everything.” The final letter 
warned, “We have just cleared the white house of nig-
gers! Do not bring niggers in our neighborhood... We 
will kill them.”  

In Clarksburg, Virginia, a white woman married to 
a black man found a note attached to the family’s front 
door that read, “you’re worse than your nigger fam-
ily because you should know better. Race trader (sic). 
Trump 2016.” In Brundidge, Alabama, an interracial 

couple found a gun target tacked to the front door of 
their restaurant with a pair of nooses hung on either 
side. A white couple with eleven adopted black chil-
dren were the object of a letter that read, “You and 
yours need to stay separate — NOT EQUAL.”  
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of rescinding the constitutional protections of same-
sex marriage. In Brighton, Iowa, a couple got this note 
under their windshield: “So father homo, how does 
it feel to have Trump as your president? At least he’s 
got a set of balls. They’ll put marriage back where God 
wants it and take your’s away. America’s gonna take 
care of your faggity ass.” In North Carolina, a couple 
received a similar note: “Can’t wait until your ‘mar-
riage’ is overturned by a real president. Gay families = 
burn in hell. #Trump2016.”

LGBT children have not escaped harassment in 
the wake of the election. In upstate New York, stu-
dents wrote homophobic slurs and drew a swastika 
on a teen’s headphones while he was in class. In Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, a 16-year-old decided to drop out of school 
after a series of incidents in which schoolmates called 
her a fag and queer, and threatened to “grab her by the 

pussy.”  The teenager came out four years ago and her 
parents said, “We never experienced anything like 
that. All of a sudden, the 9th (of November) hits, and 
she’s some kind of freak — she’s a target.” 

Churches that performed same-sex marriages or 
had banners advertising inclusivity have been tar-
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