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The carnage in our prisons has continued unabated.

On December 4Alabamians for Fair Justlueld a press conferennavhich coalition members

invoked the names of tweittye people who have digg homicide, suicide, or overdose

Alabama prisons this ye@andy Ray, whose son Steven Davisagdsn to deathy correctional

officers in October, urged Alabama Department of Corrections Commissiersonafhn to

act.Shetold the crowdhat some of the officers involvédd KHU VRQ:-V NLOOLQJ DUH V\V
ADOC. But rather than meaningful action, we have seen moredéhih days o5 D\-V UHPDUNYV
at leasfive more men dieth Alabama pris@n

Since the press conferef8BOC hasconfirmedthe deathof Michael SmithVillie Leon Scatt

Cornelius JackspByron Tubbs, and Brandon Labi#e Davis,Smith wabdeaten to deathy

correctional officer§everal more violent deaths have been reported to Alabamians for Fair Justice

in the days since the press conference but remained unconfirmed bySARG® LVVLRQHU 'XQQ
answer to this escalatimgis is to formanLQWHUQDO WDVN IRUFH p $FFRUGLQJ
concerns about deadly use of force will be addressed tBro0ghHIUHVKPHQW FRXUVHU IF
correctional officers.

We demand more.

If ADOC wants to invite real oversight of its violetdgms, it must include independent, external
observers iits new task forc&.he people of Alabama do not trust prison officials to provide



PHDQLQJIXO RYHUVLJKW RI WKH YLROHQFH LQ WKHLU SULVRC
They have hatthat option for the last several years and they havelfiaBe@gtember, Deputy
&RPPLVVLRQHU &KDUOHV 'DQLHOV SUHVHQWHG $'2&-V SODQ V
Group on criminal justice. Two months aaderal deatltster, Commissioner Danigg ADOC.

The violenceemained

In the past year alone, ADOC has been put on notice b tbepartment of Justjdsy the
Equal Justice InitiativeyAlabamians for Fair Justie&d bythe presghat their prisons are the
deadliest in the countfjime and time again ADOC has committed to new forms of internal
oversight, and new strategic plartsastbeeim the midst of this heightened scrutiny that these
latest deaths have occurred.

To signal its commitment to accountability and transparéaiegmians for Fair Justice calls upon
Commissioner Dunand Governor Iveto include independent, external observers on any new task
force on prison violence. At the least, these observers should include:

- Legislators with experience on the prison oversigimittee

- Advocates who have served time in ADOC prisons

- Lawyers who represent people in prison

- Family members of people who have been victims of violence in ADOC prisons
- Currently incarcerated advocates

We welcome ADOC to discuss the composition of it
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