


learning.  The impact of this crisis may be long-term: research found that it took two full years to 
recover learning loss that occurred following school closures during Hurricane Katrina in New 
Orleans. 



4. Throughout all of the above federally-funded activities, the State must ensure that students 
most impacted during this crisis are prioritized for instructional and socio-emotional support and 
opportunities, which includes through:  

�x McKinney-Vento Program services for homeless children,  
�x compensatory education services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

(IDEA) for children with disabilities,  
�x addressing the technology gap for low-income children and children of color,  
�x providing educational materials and resources in the child’s/family’s native language, and  
�x ensuring students receive needed health and mental health services. 

We are ready to work with you to see that the needs of Alabama’s children are addressed during 
this extraordinary time. We welcome the opportunity for a meeting to discuss this with you and 
to answer any questions you may have. Please contact Shay Farley at shay.farley@splcenter.org 
or Katherine Dunn at katherine.dunn@splcenter.org if we can answer any questions or provide 
any support. 

Sincerely, 

Alabama Appleseed 
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